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nothing but reciprocal feelings toward 
him. I thank him for his hard work and 
for working with me to get this good 
bill. 

There are two things in this bill that 
are always misunderstood, and admin-
istration after administration makes it 
difficult. One is the Corps of Engineers. 
It is kind of amazing, whenever we get 
in trouble and we want somebody to 
build something for us someplace over-
seas, the Corps of Engineers is asked to 
supervise it and manage it and hire the 
people and the contractors—whether it 
is in Saudi Arabia or Iraq. And then at 
home, every President cuts the Corps 
of Engineers and leaves us in a position 
where we cannot sustain those num-
bers. So we have a bill that gets more 
difficult all the time. 

This year, the President didn’t do as 
badly; nonetheless, the same sequence 
was followed. We are trying to fix it 
somewhat. It has put us in the position 
where we cannot quite do it. We will be 
talking with other people in the Senate 
about some very serious emergency 
matters, which are not covered here, 
that we might very much have the Sen-
ate consider putting in this bill. 

Second, people don’t know we run 
three giant nuclear laboratories. That 
means we have to keep the best sci-
entists in the world and their families 
living in the area, especially Los Ala-
mos, which is a city built only for nu-
clear. That means we have to mod-
ernize because scientists are living in 
modern times. They want to work in 
modern facilities, not 50-year-old build-
ings. We are in the process of modern-
izing the workplace in Los Alamos in 
particular. Some don’t understand that 
that is a must. We have to spend 
money to do it. In addition, as part of 
maintaining a rigorous core of nuclear 
weapons, there are certain scientific 
activities these laboratories have to 
do, so they are always on the cutting 
edge in terms of keeping these the 
most safe weapons. That means they 
have to do research—the most cutting-
edge kind. You cannot have scientists 
at Sandia Laboratory or Los Alamos 
researching in depth a new science 
called nanoscience in shacks or in 50-
year-old buildings. We are in the proc-
ess of rebuilding modern facilities for 
this kind of science. We are going to 
bring companies and individuals to 
work with these great scientists as this 
new field of nanoscience is developed. 

The same is true with micro-
engineering, which is another incred-
ible field. We have to do that, too. 
They need to use some micro-
engineering aspects in replacing parts 
of nuclear weapons, to keep them safe. 
So we have to have facilities. We are in 
the process of building facilities—the 
greatest in the world—to take micro-
engineering and develop it. 

Microengineering, to put it in a sim-
ple way, is a wafer we use now for com-
puters. The wafer we are talking about 
in microengineering contains on it 
thousands of machines, or engines. 
These little machines can be formu-

lated to work, one with the other, on a 
wafer. When you see it with a magni-
fying glass, you say what in the world 
is next for humankind, and what are 
they going to do with these? Nobody 
knows yet, but it will be part of the 
next generation. Perhaps medical 
science will use them. Perhaps it will 
be injected into the human body and 
these little machines will go to work 
and do things in the body, or for the 
body, such as clean out parts around 
the heart by just eating them up. We 
don’t know. But those are things that 
are in these laboratories. We get ex-
cited when we hear and see them. 

So when we fund these buildings, we 
are funding something great for our 
country. People don’t believe us and 
they think maybe we should not be 
doing some of it, but we have been gen-
erally prevailing. The Senate has been 
saying let’s do it, let’s keep on. 

Madam President, we are finished for 
the evening. We have nothing else to 
do, and we have no indication that any-
body else wants to do anything. From 
my standpoint, I am going to finish 
now. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. DOMENICI. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to a period of morning 
business. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. DOMENICI. Madam President, I 
yield the floor. 

Mr. REID. I suggest the absence of a 
quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
ENZI). The clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. DAYTON. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent the quorum call be 
dispensed with. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

TELLING US THE TRUTH 

Mr. DAYTON. Mr. President, Sep-
tember 11, 2001, was a day of infamy 
that will rank down with the very 
worst, most cowardly and vile actions 
ever taken against this Nation or any 
other nation on this planet, a sneak at-
tack, murdering thousands—innocent 
children, women, and men—with no 
provocation, no forewarning, with no 
justification or rational reason, just 
the demented ravings and rantings of a 
fanatic who has perverted the principal 
teachings of his professed faith, of its 
greatest prophet, Mohammad. He 
twisted Mohammad’s words into sup-
port for wars, with himself to play God 
and decide who deserved mercy and 
who did not. 

Innocent civilians died in the United 
States as a result of that fanaticism. 
His soldiers died on September 11. And 
he is off somewhere hiding in a cave. 

Ten Minnesotans or Minnesota na-
tives lost their lives in the attacks 

that terrible day: Gordon Aamoth, Jr., 
whose parents are good friends of my 
parents, an investment banker with of-
fices on the 104th floor of the World 
Trade Center; as did Ann Nelson, a 
bond trader. Others were killed at work 
at the Pentagon: Captain Charles Bur-
lingame, III, was the pilot of the hi-
jacked American airlines plane which 
struck the World Trade Center. Tom 
Burnet was a passenger on United Air-
lines Flight 93, and one who led the 
counterattack against the hijackers on 
that plane. Tom and the other Amer-
ican heroes could not save themselves, 
but they may have saved us, as that 
plane’s target was reportedly this very 
Capitol in which I stand with you 
today—alive, all of us, thanks, pos-
sibly, to Tom Burnet and the other 
American heroes. 

These were good, hard-working Min-
nesotans, good, hard-working Amer-
ican citizens, who had the terrible mis-
fortune to be living their lives in the 
wrong places on that day, September 
11, 2001. They have been forever taken 
away from their families and friends, 
from their lives. So to those families 
and friends I express my very deepest 
condolences. 

I remember leaving the Russell Sen-
ate Office Building that morning, going 
over to a hotel just a couple of blocks 
away from the Capitol where I was re-
siding at the time, and I was asked by 
the general manager if I wanted to go 
up on the roof of the hotel, which I did, 
about 10:30 in the morning. The sky 
was totally clear except for a dark 
plume of cloud coming up from the 
Pentagon. There was no air traffic in 
the sky, no planes going in and out of 
National Airport, no helicopters, as is 
usually the case, going across the 
river. 

All was quiet there until suddenly 
this one F–16 fighter plane came 
streaking down The Mall, seemingly 
just a few hundred feet right over the 
top of the Capitol. I thought to myself, 
I just never imagined in my worst 
nightmares I would ever see a day 
where a U.S. fighter jet was flying over 
our Capitol to defend it from whatever 
foreign enemy was attacking us. I pray 
to God I will never, ever see it again—
never again. 

George W. Bush became our Presi-
dent that week. He hadn’t been elected 
our President, not in the traditional 
way of a democracy, by getting the 
most votes in the election, but that 
week he became our President. He rose 
magnificently to the enormous chal-
lenges and burdens which a President 
of the United States must bear, and 
must often bear alone, for all the rest 
of us. President Bush did that and he 
did it well, very well. He gained the 
good will of our entire Nation, and our 
Nation gained the good will of almost 
the entire world.

What priceless silver linings there 
were for all of us who survived those 
dark, terrible, black clouds which en-
gulfed us on that terrible day. What op-
portunities those 10 Minnesotans and 
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